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After more than 40 hours of reporting, considering scores of deadbolts, and interviewing eight different locksmiths, security

experts, and lock manufacturers, we’re confident the Schlage B60N single-cylinder deadbolt is the best lock for most people’s front

doors. It has the highest certification available for resistance to forced entry, is extremely difficult to lockpick, and it’s affordable,

easy to find, simple to install, and widely recommended.
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The Schlage B60N is essentially a residential version of a high-security deadbolt lock. It’s rated Grade 1 by ANSI/BHMA,

meaning it has passed the same hammering, prying, sawing, picking, and kicking tests as the toughest high-security locks that

Schlage produces. Experts told us it’s extremely difficult to lockpick the B60N—which, honestly, is not much of a concern anyway,

because a Grade 1 lock like this is secure enough that a determined thief would be more likely to bypass it and find another way

into the home. We asked four locksmiths to choose between this Schlage model and a similarly qualified deadbolt lock from

Kwikset. They unanimously voted for Schlage.

Schlage B60N

The best deadbolt lock

$38 from Amazon

$41 from Walmart

Battalion Strike Plate

A $20 security upgrade

$15 from Amazon

Schlage B60N

The best deadbolt lock

Resistant to forced and stealth entry, easy to buy, and widely recommended, the Schlage B60N is like a residential version of a high-security

deadbolt.

$38 from Amazon

$41 from Walmart

Top pick
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Getting there starts here

Everyone has goals. We’re here to help you
get there. Get the power of the S&P 500 in
a single trade with SPY.
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Battalion Strike Plate

A $20 security upgrade

Everyone we spoke to—locksmiths, security experts, lockmakers—said a reinforced strike is the most cost-effective security upgrade, and the

Battalion is a winner.

$15 from Amazon

Also great
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The strike plate is the metal opening where the deadbolt engages with the doorframe—and strikes are not all the same. The better

kind is known as a reinforced strike, and installing one is a cost-effective security upgrade that experts consider nearly as

important as the deadbolt lock itself. After considering about a dozen, we settled on the Battalion Strike Plate: It’s affordable,

simple, tough, and very similar to the robust strikes many high-security deadbolts come with. That’s because, like them, it features

an integral metal-lined bolt-hole, which adds strength against kicking and other forms of forced entry. It also mounts to the

doorframe with four screws; many standard strike plates use only two.

One complaint: The screws it comes with are just 2 inches long, when 3 inches or even 4 inches is much better—you may want to

find longer screws for a stronger attachment to the doorframe. If the Battalion isn’t available, the Prime-Line U 9539, which we

also looked at, is virtually identical.

If you’re looking for a guide to deadbolts that can be controlled via app or smart-home integration, read The Best Smart Lock.

Get handpicked gifts sent straight to your inbox.
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Sign Up

For information about our privacy practices, including how to opt out of marketing emails, see our Privacy Policy. For general questions, contact us anytime.
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Important risk information

ETFs trade like stocks, are subject to investment risk, fluctuate in market value and may trade at prices above or below the ETFs net asset value.
Brokerage commissions and ETF expenses will reduce returns.

The S&P 500® Index is a product of S&P Dow Jones Indices LLC or its affiliates (“S&P DJI”) and have been licensed for use by State Street
Global Advisors. SPDR S&P 500 ETF Trust is a unit investment trust listed on NYSE Arca, Inc.'

Investing involves risk including the risk of loss of principal. The whole or any part of this work may not be reproduced, copied or transmitted or
any of its contents disclosed to third parties without SSGA's express written consent.
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Tim Heffernan

Since I joined Wirecutter in 2015, indoor air and water quality have gone from being somewhat fringe concerns to central worries

for many people. First wildfires, then the Flint and Newark lead crises, then COVID-19, and most recently PFAS drove the shift,

and it has been a career-defining—and extremely satisfying—challenge to stay on top of the ever-multiplying products used to

clean the air and water in homes and to counter the landslides of misinformation and fearmongering that can accompany them.

Since 2021 I’ve developed a third beat covering residential solar and other energy-saving technology and techniques. It’s great fun,

not just because it’s an extremely complex topic, but also because the best approach for many people is also the simplest and

cheapest: weatherizing their homes. Guiding readers toward solutions that don’t involve buying shiny new toys is the most

edifying thing I get to do here.
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